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PAPER COMMENTS ON REAGAN ECONOMIC POLICY SPEECH 





DWO60922 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in German to East and West (iermany 


0605 GMT 6 Feb 81 
[From the press review] 


[Text] Let us, to begin with, quote a newspaper commentary on the economic policy inten- 
tions of U.S. President Reagan which he expounded last night in a televised speech. 


The editorial of the BIELEFELD WESTFALENBLATT states in part: Another increase in state 
indebtedness, less tax relief than anticipated by the taxpayers--there is no way for U.S. 
President Reagan to dodpe unpleasant decisions at the very beginning of his term. Fven 

a Republican president of Reagan's makeup who vows the greatest discipline in finance 
policy will be unable to cure overnight Am ica'’s economy which has been ailing for vears 
and will, therefore, have to finance tne incomparably greater defense spending this 

year via increased state indebtedness. The only question is whether the money will 

always be properly invested. What is more decisive than the sobering contours of the new 
U.S. economic policy is whether the U.S. President will succeed in strengthening confidence 
in the American economy. 


DIE WELT VIEWS U.S. POLICY CHANGES UNDER REAGAN 





DWO51051 Bonn DIE WELT in German 5 Feb 81 p @ 
[Thomas Kielinger editorial: “Reagan's Strategy” ] 


[Text] Caspar Weinberger has said ihat the neutron weapon would be a good reinforcement 
for the nuclear armed forces in Europe. It would be deploved, however, only after in- 
tersive consultations with the allies. Reagan's new secretary of defense stressed that 

it was not the old plan on the deployment of the neutron weapons in Europe that was wrong, 
but the way in which the Carter administration suddenly changed its course. For the 
future, he said, it is necessary to “convey” to the allies “the impression of steadiness 
in our policy.” 


This example provides a picture of the new U.S. strategic concept as represented by the 
Reagan administration: first, strength; second, steadiness; third, conveying this im 
pression of steadiness to the allies, but by far not to them alone. 


Viewed superficially, this may look as though the beginning of the Reagan administration 


shows certain similarities with Jimmy Carter's beginnings 4 years ago. In both cascs, 
Washington first tackled Moscow. 


Ronald Reagan probably went further in the hardness of his sermon. Reagan's realization 
that “any crimes" suits the Soviets, as does any “lie” and any “deception” to attain their 
goal of a world revolution came only very late to his predecessor, presumably only after 
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in December 19/9. 


Originally, Jimmy Carter preferred to castigate the violations of the human rights in 
the Sov'ct area of domination. But politically, the old administration pursued the most 
ardent illusions. As a gesture of good will, it decelerated all strategic programs 

that had been initiated. The B-1l bomber and the same neutron weapon for the Europeans 
were given up altogether. 


This is where any comparison between 1977 and 1981 ends. Reagan is bringing along a 
strategic outlook which the other came to comprehend only at great costs (if at all). 

The challenge to international terrorism and its political henchmen is worthy of support. 
The struggle for human rights could have been similar had Carter also tustered the intel- 
lectual authority for setting priorities. Instead, he allowed himself to be tempted to 
look for motes in South America rather than to draw attention to the beam which caused 


all this. 
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In fact, this is a question of decisive ‘mportance. or history since 1947 shows that 
by keeping the Communists away from government, the socialist-rightist coalition has 


plunged France into the confusion of colonial wars and ar economic crisis. At the end 
of this path is Giscard, and also Chirac who helped him into the saddle. However, it is 


not by repeatedly making eyes at Chirac that you can start initiating any necessary 
change in direction. Now Jospin was explicit on this point. "In mv view,” he stated, 
"the demand for participation in government by the Communisis is incompatible with the 
policy now purswed by the PCF and the French people must realize this." And to ensure 
that no doubt about this could remain, he repeatedly returned to the subject, asserting 
that such a hypothesis is “absolutely not serious” ai.d even adding that there “will be 
no negotiations on the matter ther before or after the first ballot or before the 
conclusion of the second bal 


In other words, as we already emphasized after its congress, the PS wants to preserve its 
freedom of maneuver. Its candidate does not believe that he is bound by the manifesto 
adopted by its congress, a manifesto which is vague enough about objectives but even 
more vague about methods and completely silent on the subject of alliances. What would 
a Socialist government do? How would it act and with whom? No answer to these three 
questions has been given. Better still--if these are the right words--according ¢ 
Jospin, they represent a trap. We can see that the brilliant light of democracy has 
been cast on the situation. 

It will be noted that even though Jospin has ruled out the possibility of a left union 
government, he has taken care, after clearing the site, not to rule out the idea 
government relying on rightist support. "The government's composition,” he stated, 








"will c€evend on the results of parliamentary elections and not on the president's desire.” 


Jospin has assured us that in any case a Socialist president will “abide by the French 
people's choice and the constitution. This means, as a journalist pointed out to hin, 
that “it is quite possible to imagine a situation where Valery Giscard d‘Estaing would 
be President Francois Mitterrand’'s premier.” But even if this extreme hypothesis is 
disregarded, “respect for universal suffrage," shown once the Communists are excluded 
from government, could quite easily make him president over a majority composed of 
Socialists and "moderates." We are justified in assuming that it is such a grand objec- 
tive that it is being considered at secret meetings with RPR, notwithstanding the war 

of words in which the two parties will remain engaged throughout the presidential 
campaign. 


By saying "no" to the possibility of Communist participation in government, Jospin has 
chosen to reassure the right rather than give Billancourt cause for hope, even though 
Billancourt pins its hopes on something else, and even though the votes obtained by the 
Communist candidate in the first ballot could well make the most skillful political 
schemes fail. 


L'HUMANITE CRITIOUES HAIG REMARKS ON TERRORISM 








LD040951 Paris L‘HUMANITE in French 30 Jan 81 p 1 
[Jacques Coubard editorial: "Strategic Withdrawal" ] 


[Text] The first statement made by the new man in charge of U.S. foreign policy was 
marked, if not by anything new, at least by a significant strategic withdrawal. 


In fa *, even though General Haig did not venture from the beaten track to explain the 
great diplomatic options which will henceforth guide the State Department, he rather 
ingloriously gave ground on the battlefield of human rights. Abandoning the sermons 
under which Carter concealed some most glaring violations of freedom, the secretary 

of state announced that he would henceforth give priority to the struggle against 


"international terrorism." 
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This statement worried none of the dictators from Latin America to the Far East who 
receive political, economic and military aid enabling them to keep entire populations 
in chains. 


There is good reason {ur this. General Haig was referring to the Soviet Union, which 
is allegedly among those “engaged in deliberate policies, or if you prefer, programs, 
jimed at stimulating, helping and extending international terrorism.” 


t all sounded like American propaganda at a time when more than 500,000 GI's were trying 
crush Vietnam using napalm and defoliants, while the USSR was doing its duty by showing 

solidarity with people fighting for their freedom. Has the colemel in the Saigon expedi- 

tionary corps learned nothing during his rise to the White House in that he continues 

co equate national liberation movements with “terrorism?” 


7 
A 
a 
- 


Coming from a government which supplies arms and military advisers to the El Salvador 
junta, such remarks sound like a tribute to all those who are in solidarity with 
guerrillas, members of resistance movements and patriots fighting against oppression 
everywhere. 


Furthermore, General Haig does not realize that times have changed. And, if he believes 
that he will be able to bring Iran to its knees by refusing to deliver arms paid for 

by the shah--whereas hehas agreed to deliver tanks ordered by the king of Morocco-- 

he should remember that imperialist countries lost their arms monopoly a long time ago. 


This first statement by the American secretary of state makes it clear how dangerous 
it is for a government to align its attitude on that of Washington, as Mr Giscard d*Estaing 
showed this week. 


By adopting a "favorable initial attitude’ to Reagan and Haig (that is, toward a policy 
openly based on the principle that any means are good to preserve the  trategic interests 
of American imperialism, irrespective of human rights) Mr Giscard d*Estaing on Channel 
two on Tuesday renewed his oath of allegiance t© king dollar. This has been the aim 

f a 7-year term during which France's freedom of decision was abandoned for the 
servitude imposed by an alliance of mutlination.1l companies. 


The French Communists firmly oppose this. Any real change which can ensure that 

France extricates itself from the present crisis demands a nonalignment policy and 
initiatives in favor of disarmament, a simultaneous dissolution of blocs and a democra- 
tization of international relations, which would return to our humanitarian and revolu- 
tionary traditions, at the same time abiding by concluded alliances. This is what 
Georges Marchais had in mind when he put forward some concrete proposals. He is the 
mly anti-Giscard candidate, the only candidate of national independence. 
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TEXT OF JOINT DECLARATION ON FIGUEIREDO VISIT 





PYOS1831 Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 4 Feb 81 p 4 


[Text of joint declaration signed by Brazilian President Joao Figueiredo and Portuguese 
President Antonio dos Santos Ramalho Eanes in Lisbon on 3 February 1981] 


[Text] 1. In response to an invitation extended to him by Portuguese President Antonio 
dos Santos Ramalho Eanes, Brazilian President Joao Baptista de Oliveira Figueiredo made 

a state visit to Portugal from 1 to 4 February 1981. 

2. The following Brazilian officia's made up the Brazilian president's entourage: Deputy 
Flavio Marcillo, president of the Chamber of Deputies; Ambassador Ramiro Saraiva Guerreiro, 
minister of foreign affairs; Ernane Galveas, finance minister; Ruber Carlos Ludwig, 
educativn minister; Gen Danilo Venturini, chief of the Presidential Household; and Maj 

Gen Octavio Aguiar de Madeiros, chief of the National Intelligence Service. 


3. During his stay in Lisbon, President Figueiredo held aeetings with the Portuguese 
president and with Prime Minister Francisco Pinto Balsemao. Moreover, he was received in 
extraordinary sessions by the National Assembly and by the Municipal Council. 


4. In additon to Lisbon, President Joao Figueiredo visited Oporto, where he also attended . 
the local municipal council. 


5. The Brazilian president, President Ramalho Eanes and Prime Minister Pinto Balsemao 
held constructive meetings in a friendly and cordial atmosphere in keeping with the 
traditional friendly ties that unite the Brazilian and Portuguese peoples. 


6. Examining the present international situation, they agreed on the need to establish 
a sound peaceful coexistence between nations to achieve peace and development. 


7. They reasserted that, in compliance with the principles established in the UN Charter, 
every country has the right to be fully active in the international community based on the 
foliowing principles: equal sovereignty and mutual respect between states; the self- 
determination of peoples; noninterference in domestic affairs; avoiding the use of threats 
or force in international ~+ lations; upholding treaties and seeking solutions to al! con- 
troversies through peaceful means. 


8. They agreed that on those issues having an overall political and economic impact, the 
legitimate irterests of all nations affected must be taken into account and hence these 
nations must be called upon to state their case. 


9. They expressed their concern over the threat that the arms race poses to world peace 

and international security and they reasserted their support for all constructive initiatives 

that promote disarmament--particularly nuclear disarmament--on the basis of effective 
ternational control. 


10. Examining the present international economic situation, they expressed their concern 
over the persistent imbalance between developed and underdeveloped countries and they noted 
the importance of correcting this situation to achieve development and the well-being of 
humanity. In this regard they agreed on the need to continue with the North-South dialogue 
with the objective of establishing a new international economic order. 


ll. Sincethey are concerned over the extent of the international energy crisis and its 
consequent effects on oil-importing countries, the two parties stated the seed to estabiish 
epoperative ties between their countries to jointly find the proper solutions to the problem. 


12. Examining the situation in Africa, they condemned the practice of racial discrimination 
in Africa, particularly “apartheid.” They expressed their pleasure over the successful 
independence process of Zimbabwe and their hope that the self-determination and independence 
of the people of Namibia will be assured in the near future in compliance with the pertinent 
UN resolutions. 
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13. They expressed their apprehension over the persistent conflicts and tensions in the 
Middle East and they expressed their desire that an overall, just and lasting peace that 
will take into consideration the interests of the parties involved will be achieved in 

the region. 

l+. Upon reasserting their support for the principle of nonintervention in domestic affairs 
and noting the importance of bilateral relations of .tates, they expressed their concern 
over the prevailing situation in Afghanistan and demanded the enforcement of the proper 
UN resolutions. 


15. They agreed that the people of East Timor have the right to freely decide their future 
and that the solution of the problem must be sought in compliance with the principles of 
the UN Charter. 


16. Regarding bilateral relations, they noted with satisfaction the friendship that binds 
the two nations which is strengthened by their common historical and cultural patrimony. 
They agreed on the need to expedite and improve the present vast institrt.onal framework 
between Brazil and Portugal and to promote bilateral relatious by expaading the area of 
activity to all fields. 


17. They reasserted the full enforcement of the consultation and sriendship treat, 

and of all other bilateral agreements that enable Brazilian citizens to ente: or establish 
residence in Portugal and vice versa, in compliance witu the special trex. .ment established 
in article V of the consultation and friendship treaty. 


18. Regarding bilateral trade they noted that the present levels do not meet the potential 
of the respective markets and that a joint effort is essential to achieve a progressively, 
expanded, balanced and diversified trade. 


19. They noted the importance of opening and using credit operations between the tvo 
countries and also the important contributions made by both Brazilian and Portuguese 
financial institutions to developing commerce between the two countries. In this regard 
they were pleased to note the recent establishment of another Banco do Brasil branch in 
Oporto and of a Caisa Geral de Depositos agency in Sao Paulo. 


20. Upon expressing interest in making bilateral economic relations more dynamic, they 
noted the importance that the economic and industrial cooperation agreement signed today 
has in achieving this objective. 


21. They expressed their satisfaction over the exchanges between Brazilian and Portuguese 
business circles, since cooperation between them in fundamental for the effectiveness of 
those initiatives that will be taken and to assure the effective expansion of economic 

and trade relations based on mutual benefit. 





They expressed their pleasure over the signing by the Brazilian finance minister anc the 
Portuguese industry and energy minister of an industrial cooperation protocol. 

22. They discussed the third Portuguese-Brazilian economic commission meeting that was 
held in May 1980 in Lisbon and the perspectives established by this commission. They 
agreed on the importance of calling a fourth meeting in 1981 to continue with the under- 
takings of this commission. 


23. They expressed their mutual desire to achieve a solution i» the near future to the 
remaining issues pertaining to reciprocal investment within the framework of the final 
communique of the sixth meeting of the intergovernmental exchange group. 


24. Since they are aware that the establishment of an effective transportation and 
communications system between Brazil and Portugal is essential to achieve an expansion of 
economic relations, they expressed their pleasure with the maritime and transportation 
agreement that came into effect on 21 October 1980, since its implementation will be a 
valuable asset to developing bilateral trade. 
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Even among allies Reagan is meeting with disagreement with an openly warlike 
foreign policy One FRG newspaper, for instance, described Haig's remarks as an attempt 
by the general to force his allies to “look at the world only through the rearview mirror 


of a tank. 


At the fifth Europe-Latin America interparliamentary conference held a few days ago in 


Bogota, Colombia, the chairman of the European Parliament said: “There are many question 
marks about Reagan's foreign policy, but the \nited States must remember th* existence of 
Europe, Latin America and other contivents, and the new U.S. administrat on must take us 


into account.” 


The reality of socialism is the most decisive obstacle to the foreign policy being 

promoted by the White House. First, every and any atterpt to gain military superiority 

over the USSR is senseless, sterile and dangerous. Second, only respect for the principles 
of equality and security for mutual] interests can ensure interaction between the countries 

in the quest for solutions acceptable to both sides and to the rest of the world’s countries. 
Third, the fundamental aspects of USSR-U.S. relatio:x.s are the ones aimed at guaranteeing 

the strategic arms lim tation process, and every new step in that direction not only opens 

up prospects of real disarmament but so shields the world from nuclear disaster. 


These are tacts which, like it or not, the Reagan administration will have to take into 
account. But they are facts which will not automatically prevail. They require everyone's 


* 


mcerted action against the threats which imperialism poses to the whole of mankind. 


BRIEFS 


NEW NATO REPRESENTATIVE--Gen Pedro Cardoso, former army chief of staff, is to be Portugal's 


representative in the NATO military committee in Brussels as of next June. [Lisbon 
Domestic Service in Portuguese 0000 CMT 29 Jan 81 LD! 
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AFTENPOSTEN EDITORIAL ON NEW PRIME MINISTER 





LD051605 O.i0 AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 4 Feb 81 p 2 
[Editorial: “A Vitalizing Change”) 


[Text] Today Norway acquires its first woman prime minister. If this historic event can 
help to bring tens of thousands of frustrated voters back to the Labor Party. onlw time 
will tell But there is nothing to indicate that the last few dramatic davs herald a new 
political age. The deep-reaching movements which we have been able to note among the 
voters for a long time now, which have their origin in political and sociological condi- 
tions, will not be changed o'‘ernigh*--even bv a pioneering woman wit!) unusual political 
ambitions. Whether the prime minister is called Odvar Nordli or Gro Warlem Brundtland 
the government's policies will in the mair be the same, bound as thev are bv a party 
program with clear socialist objectives. Even though the policies may be marketed some- 
what differently with Gro Harlem Brundtland as prime minister, their contents wil! 

remain the same. 


In the situation which arose when Odvar Nordli was unable to determine the procedure for 
choosing his successor, the way was open for Gro Harlem Brundtland to become prime 
minister. In the government's central circles and amongst the party's top leadership 
there was very probably a majority which would have preferred Rolf Hansen, and there can 
be no doubt that in such a case our political leacership would have been in safe hands. 
But after a period in which the party and the government had been losing popular conf i- 
dence from month to month and in which “isagreements and conflicts came more and more to 
dominate the ruling party's total situation, the time was quite simply no: right for a 
“Hansen solution.” 


When the news of the prime minister's imminent resignation was leaked, contrary to the 
leadership's calculations, the party's “grassroots” took the matter into their own hands 
and simply demanded that Gro Harlem Brundtland should take over the post of prime minister. 
This demand, which was heard quite c'early from local parties throwghout the country. was 
the result of a slowly growing admission that the ruling party is now in need of political 
renewal, a new leader who can have a rallying effect and inspire members to new efforts. 

In this situation, just a few months before a. _itical Storting election, it must have 
seemed like a politicai impossibility to pass over Gro Harlem Brundtland. If the Labor 
Party tad done so, this would have led to an open party and personality struggle, more 
damaging and irreconcilable than at anytime in the Labor Party's more recent history. 


The appointment of Gro Harlem Brundtland as prime minister will have a vitalizing and 
rallying effect on a party which is deep in the doldrums. From the point of view of 
election tactics it was a clever move to back a female prime minister, who would 
immediately give the impression of representing something new in everyday politics. In 
a time of transition this in itself will be able to appeal to a large number of floating 
voters, perhaps primarily to younger people who will be able to find in her a political 
leader with whom they can identify. But we fully realize that the change of prime 
minister will for a short time divert attention from the harmful effects of the ruling 
party's policies. This could give it quite a few Gallup points in the coming monthe. 


But there is much to indicate that the success will be relatively short term. The times 
are wot in tune with the Labor Party's political solutions, and thie is a circumstan-e 
which even Gro Harlem Brundtland will not be able to do anything about. 
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